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GET INFORMATION AND GET GOING AT
TAKEMEFISHING.ORG

BASIC BOAT CARE AND MAINTENANCE

Taking cag of yur boat Pagadless of the type and material D is iapor
to maintaining thealue of gur boat and keeping it safe and hassde-fr
Take a look at the folling tips for ideas on keepimgiyboat in pdect condition:

DAILY

¥ If you dorduse potectie anti-fouling paint (toepel barnacles in salt water), maleetsat
you remorve your boat fom the water ew few days.This will pewent build up of algae and
barnacles. Sdy and wash the boat while it &t awnd befar putting it back in the water

¥ If you use gur boat in salt watagiwe it a feshwater rinse after each day of fishing.
Use plenty of soap and water and rinseughblty

¥ If using an electric motaharge the batiermmediately uporeturning fom your fishing trip
If you use a battegto starryour main engine, check the batteequently and charge aquied.

REGULARLY (WEEKLY/MONTHLY)

¥When cleaningour boat, check for any loose fittings, cracks, loetseanother pte that need
cae, special attention aplacement. iFthese immediatelyr get the boat to a qualified marina
for a detailed check.up

¥ If you dor®like to spend time washinguy boat, emave all fishing tackle, seat cushions,
electonics and other accessories, therthe boat trough a high-gssug car wash or one of the
do-it-yourself washing baysecBuse of the fittings on boat trailers and some boiatsisavg
brush-style car washes.

¥ ke special metal cleaners amtblsers to maintain easily-caled chome, aluminum or
stainless steel fittingBhis is especially impant apund salt water

¥When washingowr boat, consider using bio-degradable detergents and soaps Velsish ar
harmful to the envanment.

ANNUALLY

¥ f you hae a wood boat, check itefaitly each spring or fall for possible damageé or r
Be paticularly vigilant in corners, under decks that might stay moist, along the waterline, and
the back of the boat (transomi)ydu can emove your boat fom the watemplace it on blocks or
turn it over for wintering.

¥ Saub all boats at least once a
year mor often if used in salt
water You can use &gular
brush for aluminum boats, but
check with gur marina or boat
supply etailer for special gentle
soaps and tools fordabing
gelcoat or fiberglass without
damage.
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¥ Wse special fiberglass boat polish to
maintain the finish ofoyr fiberglass boat
and peseve its alue.

¥ Aluminum boatsequie little cag, but
many a@ assembled withetg. Make swe
that you check all rets to peent leaks.
With the boat in wateuse a permanent felt
tip maker or chalk to mirthose rigts or
areas that leak. Boat shops can fix this or
you can drill out ancerrivet (use only boat
rivets) or sealythammering on one side
while a friend holds a steel stop on the other
side of the rat.

STORAGE SUGGESTIONS
¥ Hberglass boats will "chalk” in time if left in the sun.
If possible, sterthem in a garage,
car pot or coer them with a
breathable tarp
¥When storing gur boat, open
all hatches toewt the boat and
prevent moistue which can caussat,r
rust or comsion. RIl the plug to drain water
To make s@rthat yu replace the plug begousing the boat, attach it to the boat key ring, or
someplace whesyou ca®miss it.
¥ Do not stoe boats underdes. &lling leags will stain a boat (faularly fiberglass).
Tree sap and Widroppings a also tough temore.
¥ Jore emovable seat cushions inside after cleaningubseg them, ®ating any milde spots that
hawe occumed, and dring them thasughly
¥ Check battgrfluid and estoe it asequied. Check battgterminals and clean with a terminal
brush to maintain good electrical connections.
¥ Check boat accessoriéyod hae wood oars or paddles, check them for
roughness, splinters or cracks in the blade.
Replace ifequied. Check plastic or metal
paddles or oars for signs eémw
that might cause them to fail.
¥ Check gur ropes, lines,
anchors, boat polesdrholders
and other fishing and boating
accessories.efir or eplace any damaged equipment.
¥ Check the condition obyr life pesevers (personal flotation devices D $Fa eplace
when equied. 8n, saltwater & age will damage PFQxdefhat pu must hae one for each
person on body including childen, and they must beoperly sied for each person.
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¥When storing qur boat, emaove the eleabinics to pevent theft. Kep such ingtments inside
to protect them.When emaing electinics, potect electrical connections with de-moisturizing
compounds or sprays. Checlnfights (bw starboat B geen B and poP ed and 360 dege
white light) to enserthat they arwoking.

¥ ff trailering, use a trailer with adequate bunks or beds on which the hull rides, all positioned
appopriately to suppbyour boat. This is most impdant when fitting a boat to a trailer the
first time. (IBr a complete guide on trailering, ViakeMekshing.org)

¥Visually inspect thest of pur boat trailer at this time alsGheck ties, tie pessw, hubs,
grease fittingsust or comsion on any paof the trailertongue, trailer hitch chains, lock, trailer
lights (night, right turn, left turn and braking lights).

¥ Lastlycheck to make suthat pur boat sticker or statetderation is up to date along with the
trailer licenseepistration.

If you hae moe questions, check witbuy boat, engine or trailer manufaetur
for specific help withoyr boat rigVisit TakeMekshing.org for mer helpful tips &
information.
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