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THE KIDOS GUIDETO FINDING BACKYARD FISHING BAIT

Using bait is the easiest way to cagshiirater fish. uByou dorneed to visit a bait séor
or tackle shop for bait.inBing bait can be a lot of fun and eagjway to geeady for a

fishing trip

Many geat fishing baitseaailable in gur
backyat, or in any plot ofacant gvund or
pakland. Check with m or Dad to make
sue that yu hae permission to hunt for bait.

Worms ag the most popular bait, anslycan
find them almost anywteer Gther good baits
are grasshoppers, crickets and caterpillar‘-
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WORMS -There ae all types of worms, but the

following tips will helpgu get a bunch of them

for fishing:

¥ Knav whee to look. Edhworms and larger
"nightcrawlers" arfound in rich soft soil.
Smaller ringed manerworms & found in farm
manue, aound stables and barrggarWorms
are seldom found in rdor sandy soils.

¥ Look for worms after a raWorms come to
the suface then.You can also easily pick them
up early in the morning. Check on dsiays,
sidevalks & underacks.

¥Try at night in the spring or fall, and used r
plastic ceering @er your flashlight. Worms

¥ Once pu hae worms, keep them in a large

container filled with
soft eah or compost.
An ideal way to keep
dozn or moe worms
is in a large coffee ce
Ask Mom or Dad to
help yu use a can
opener toemove both
ends, and then use t|
snap-on plastic lids
(you will need two) tc
hold the worms. iikce
worms tend to go deepmply turn ger the can
and open the top lid to get worms when fishing.

¥You can keep worms foe&ks or longer in a

large container of soft soil, mulch, compost or
similar natural debris.e€d them with coffee
grounds andegetable scraps.aivtain a "worm
bed" with a wood bofrom which they céh
escape, sunk in theognd and ceered with a
tight lid. Keep worms cool, w¥ed and slightly
moist and gu will hae worms any timeoy

want to fish.

worDsee theed light. You can easily pick them CRICKETS AND GRASSHOPERS -

up as they me on the stiace.
¥ f it has®rained for a while,ytrlooking under.

old boads, bricks, logs or debris ventite soil is =4 .‘ o)

still moist. ®@ab the worm as soon asl pick
up the boat, since they immediately to go
down a hole.

¥ Rles of compost, farm maruteags or mulch
are also good spots to shdor manug worms.
Use a gden rake to sbthrough these piles to
find worms.
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Try these methods to get these

actie insects and good bait.

¥ Look for grasshoppers early in
the morning on summer days,
whee they can be picked off
of weed stems beéothe sun
warms them.

¥You can find grasshoppers in fields artegsr

from mid-spring tlough late-fall. ckets a¥
found aound sheds, homes, fences, garages,
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sidevalks, under stones, or anyplace that has
nooks and crannies whexr cricket can hide.
To keep them &ém escaping, be
caeful to surprise them with »
cupped hand as soon as*
see them.
¥You can trap crickety b
placing a slice of stale
bread in a hidden location
and checking it daily to catch anu
trap cricketsTry also putting lead in a jar
placed on its side.eBp the lid next to the jar to
trap crickets wheroy check it.

¥ Hold an old sheet aswand a friendun
through a field to trap fleeing and flying insects,
including grasshoppers.

¥ Sore crickets or
grasshoppers in a lidded
coffee can. éBcaeful
they can and will yrto
jump out. To keep them aky punch holes in
the lid so that they candaith.

¥To keep crickets and grasshopperseieksy
feed them afe\egetable scraps, moistened to
provide water

CATERPILL ARS -These laae

of moths and buttéires a¢ also
good bait, andeadily aailable though the
summer and fallry these tips to get a supply:

¥The best caterpillareeghose with smooth

bodies, not the ones with a lot of fine hairs.
Run a hook thwugh them side-to-side or
lengthwise.
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¥ Rck caterpillars off ofdes and bushes andestor
them in a coffee can aaiydo with crickets and
grasshoppers.
¥ If not using caterpillars within a
day or two of catching them, be
sue to keep them with arfe
leaes of the same plant aer
whee yu found them. Mst
caterpillars eat only leafom a
specific kind of &e or plant.
¥ Keep caterpillars in a coffee can or similar
container Use a mesh or sen lid held in place
with a ubber band, or punch holes in a plastic lid.

Use ca& in collecting all bait. eBcagful when
checking for worms and crickets underdsoar
since boals can holdusty nails. Also, pull a

boad back tavads yu to keep the bahr

between pu and any bait. c&etimes bab

snakes will be found under those samddioar
Jiders, including poisonous types, can be found
in the same aas.Watch for fie ants in some
aras, and be awahat some bees and wasps nest
in the gound. Ee caeful also when collecting
caterpillars. ddne caterpillars D paularly large
ones and those with fine hairs b can stisg! U
light cotton glges for potection.

There ae lots of other baitsalable thatqu can
find for freshwater fishing, but stag with these
will give you a good supply afadily aailable bait
all year ound. r moe information, look in
your libray or tackle shop for books on bait.
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